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THE AUDITORIUM THEATRE ANNOUNCES 2021 DATES
FOR THEIR 17TH ANNUAL SUMMER CAMP

HEARTS TO ART
A Performing Arts Camp for Young People
Who Have Experienced the Death of a Parent
Camp Is Offered at No Cost to Families!
Session 1 (ages 7-10/entering grades 2-5): July 12-23
Session 2 (ages 11-14/entering grades 6-9): July 26-August 6
Hearts to Art Summer Camp 2021

(Chicago, IL) - The Auditorium Theatre is pleased to announce the 2021 dates for their 17th
annual summer camp Hearts to Art: July 12-August 6. This performing arts camp is for
young people who have experienced the death of a parent. The camp is offered at no
cost to families because of the generosity of donor and sponsors each year.
This unique camp encourages healing through the power of creative play. Through the exploration
and creation of dance, visual art, theatre, and music, Hearts to Art inspires communication and
collaboration, fosters emotional growth, and provides friendship, compassion, and community.
Through interaction with young people who have experienced a similar loss, campers
understand they are not alone.
"Hearts to Art is one of the Auditorium Theatre's core programs, and each summer it is an honor
to see these young people discover, create, and most importantly, heal," said Auditorium
Theatre CEO Rich Regan.
Hearts to Art is a performing arts camp, meaning that each day campers work in developing skills
in acting, movement, improvisation, singing, and more through fun and exciting classes.
Additionally, small group healing sessions and guest speaker sessions provide campers with the
opportunity to share about their loss, if they choose to do so. Campers also rehearse and stage a
talent show in week one and a final showcase performance in week two. There are healing
counselors on site throughout the duration of camp.
Camp continues through the year with programs like the virtual Homework Club and Movie Nights,
and reunions at the Auditorium Theatre to watch performances like Alvin Ailey American Dance
Theater and
. During the theatre's closure due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, this year's reunion takes place on March 30th to watch
Mysterious Seas.
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"I feel privileged to lead this camp each summer as well as continue the program through the
year," said Camp Director Sarah Illatovitch-Goldman. "It is imperative, especially when so
many have to stay home, for our campers to stay connected to their camp community."
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Hearts to Arts 2020 camp pivoted to a combination of online
sessions and at-home activities, and continued as it normally would in its all-day format Monday
through Friday. The hope for 2021 is to hold camp in-person, but after the successes of the
reimagined 2020 camp, we know that new and returning campers will be acting, singing, dancing,
and healing again this summer – no matter what form the camp takes. The Auditorium Theatre
will notify camp families and update HeartstoArt.org when final decisions are made.
HEARTS TO ART 2021 IS DEDICATED IN LOVING MEMORY OF
JAMES J. MITCHELL III
WHOSE BELIEF AND SUPPORT OF THIS PROGRAM
WILL ALLOW IT TO GROW AND THRIVE FOR YEARS TO COME.

HEARTS TO ART INFORMATION
The Auditorium Theatre offers two Hearts to Art camp sessions:
Session 1: July 12-23, 2021 for young people ages 7-10 or entering grades 2-5.
Session 2: July 26-August 6, 2021 for young people ages 11-14 or entering grades 6-9.
Camp is offered at no cost to families. Enrollment is limited to 45 campers per session and each
session will offer age-appropriate programming.
Please note locations if camp is held in-person: Hearts to Art takes place at the Willow Creek
Community Church’s Chicago campus at 1319 S State Street. The camper talent show and final
performance showcase are hosted in the Auditorium Theatre Building at 425 S Wabash Ave.
Applications for Hearts to Art are now open.
For more information, visit HeartstoArt.org or call 312.341.2353.

About The Auditorium Theatre
The Auditorium Theatre, located at 50 E Ida B Wells Dr at Roosevelt University in Chicago, is
an Illinois not-for-profit organization committed to presenting the finest in international,
cultural, community, and educational programming to all of Chicago and beyond as The Theatre
for the People. The organization also is committed to the continued restoration and preservation
of this National Historic Landmark.
The Auditorium Theatre 2020-21 Season is made possible in part with support from The Florian
Fund, the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, the City of Chicago’s
Department of Cultural Affairs and Special Events, the Illinois Arts Council Agency, and
the Palmer House, a Hilton Hotel.
For more information visit AuditoriumTheatre.org.
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