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HEARTS TO ART, THE AUDITORIUM THEATRE’S SUMMER CAMP FOR
YOUNG PEOPLE WHO HAVE EXPERIENCED THE DEATH OF A PARENT,
MOVES ONLINE AND IN-HOME FOR SUMMER 2020
CAMPERS WILL GET THE HEARTS TO ART CAMP EXPERIENCE FROM
THEIR OWN HOMES

(CHICAGO, IL) — The Auditorium Theatre’s award-winning summer camp for young people who
have experienced the death of a parent, Hearts to Art, will be offered in an at-home format, with
online and home-based activities, in summer 2020 due to COVID-19. Through the exploration and
creation of dance, theatre, art, and music, Hearts to Art will still inspire communication and
collaboration, foster emotional growth, and provide campers with a place to find friendship,
compassion, and community.
“We need to support our Hearts to Art community now more than ever, while also making sure
that everyone stays safe,” says Rich Regan, Auditorium Theatre CEO. “Even though camp will
look a little different this summer, we’re thrilled that we can still provide these young people with a

place to experience hope, healing, and solace through the arts. Our Hearts to Art campers will still
be able to be together, even while physically apart.”
The re-envisioned camp, with programming developed by Hearts to Art Camp Director Sarah
Illiatovitch-Goldman and her staff, will be offered in two sessions: July 6-17 (session one, for
campers ages 7-10) and July 20-31 (session two, for campers ages 11-14). Camp will run daily,
with campers coming together online to participate in activities and music, dance, and theatre
classes while also working on projects on their own or with their families. Camp staff also will send
out or deliver care packages containing activities such as coloring books or other crafts for
campers to do at home. Camp will still be offered at no cost to campers and their families.
“Even though we can’t be together in person for the 16th summer of Hearts to Art, we still want to
ensure that we are offering our campers a rewarding Hearts to Art experience, while also being
accommodating and flexible because everyone’s situation is a little different,” says IlliatovitchGoldman. “All of the things that make camp so special, such as our weekly camper talent shows,
our final performance showcase, our guest artist visits, and our performing arts activities, will still
happen.”
Camp staff will work with Hearts to Arts families to ensure they have access to internet and
streaming devices so campers can engage in group classes, practice the performing arts, and
gather as a community through technology — all from the safety of their homes. Additionally,
group and family healing sessions will still be facilitated by licensed social workers and grief
counselors, and a memorial celebration to honor campers’ lost loved ones will still take place.
“We may be separated, but we want our campers to know that they are not alone,” says
Illiatovitch-Goldman. “We want to use this as an opportunity to strengthen our community and
support each other as much as we can.”
Hearts to Art Information and Registration Details
The Auditorium Theatre offers two Hearts to Art camp sessions: July 6-17, 2020 (for young people
ages 7-10) and July 20-31, 2020 (for ages 11-14).
Registration for Hearts to Art is open now. Camp is offered at no cost to participants.
For more information, visit HeartstoArt.org or call 312.341.2353.
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About The Auditorium Theatre
The Auditorium Theatre, located at 50 E Ida B Wells Dr at Roosevelt University in Chicago, is an
Illinois, not-for-profit organization committed to presenting the finest in international, cultural,
community, and educational programming to all of Chicago and beyond as The Theatre for the
People. The organization also is committed to the continued restoration and preservation of
the National Historic Landmark.
The Auditorium Theatre 2019-20 Season is made possible in part with support from the John D.
and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, the Illinois Arts Council, and the Palmer House,
a Hilton Hotel. Chicago Magazine is the official magazine sponsor. For more information about
programming, volunteer, and donor opportunities or theatre tours, please call 312.341.2310 or
visit AuditoriumTheatre.org.
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