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ABOUT CHERYL KNOTT AND TIM LAMAN

Cheryl Knott is an associate professor of anthropology at Boston 
University, where she integrates scientific research about orangutan 
biology and ecology with conservation programs aimed at the preservation 
of orangutans and their habitats. Knott pioneered innovative techniques 
to measure hormones, calories, and physiology in wild orangutans while 
earning her PhD at Harvard University. 

In 2000, Knott co-founded the Gunung Palung Orangutan Conservation 
Program, which works to protect the orangutan population and its 
rainforest habitat in the Gunung Palung National Park on the island of 
Borneo, one of only a handful of places in the world where orangutans can 
be studied in the wild.  

Knott was named as a member of the inaugural class of National 
Geographic Emerging Explorer in 2004. She has been the recipient of 
numerous research and conservation grants from the National Geographic 
Society and has published over 50 scientific articles. 

Tim Laman is a field biologist, photographer, and filmmaker. Since earning 
his PhD in biology from Harvard University, his cameras have become his 
main tools for telling the stories of rare and endangered wildlife, revealing 
some of the planet’s wildest places. 

Laman has received 10 grants from the National Geographic Society for 
his scientific expeditions to remote parts of Borneo, Australia, and New 
Guinea, and has published more than 20 stories in National Geographic. He 
continues his long-term exploration of birds-of-paradise in collaboration 
with the Cornell Lab of Ornithology. He has been making forrays into 
wildlife cinematography, shooting for the BBC’s Planet Earth II and 
other projects. 

Laman has received many top photography awards and was named the 
Wildlife Photographer of the Year by the National History Museum in 
London in 2016.

Husband-and-wife duo Cheryl Knott and Tim Laman have been 
observing and researching orangutans for over 25 years.
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ABOUT NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC LIVE 

About National Geographic Live

National Geographic Live is the live events division 

of National Geographic. With a broad roster of 

talent including renowned photographers, scientists, 

authors, filmmakers, and adventurers, National 
Geographic Live critically acclaimed programs have 

connected with audiences worldwide for over a 

century. Currently, National Geographic Live events 

are held in a variety of cities around the world, 

including Chicago, Seattle, Tampa, Los Angeles, 

and Calgary. In each of these cities, speakers share 

behind-the-scenes stories from the front lines of 

exploration onstage alongside stunning imagery 

and gripping footage. For more information, visit 

NatGeoLive.com.

About National Geographic Partners LLC

National Geographic Partners LLC (NGP), a 

joint venture between Disney and the National 

Geographic Society, is committed to bringing the 

world premium science, adventure, and exploration 

content across an unrivaled portfolio of media assets. 

NGP combines the global National Geographic 

television channels (National Geographic Channel, 

Nat Geo WILD, Nat Geo MUNDO, Nat Geo PEOPLE) 

with National Geographic’s media and consumer-

oriented assets, including National Geographic 

magazines; National Geographic studios; related 

digital and social media platforms; books; maps; 

children’s media; and ancillary activities that include 

travel, global experiences and events, archival sales, 

licensing, and e-commerce businesses. Furthering 

knowledge and understanding of our world has 

been the core purpose of National Geographic for 

131 years, and now it is committed to going deeper, 

pushing boundaries, going further for consumers, 

and reaching millions of people around the world 

in 172 countries and 43 languages every month as 

they do it. NGP returns 27 percent of its proceeds 

to the nonprofit National Geographic Society to 

fund work in the areas of science, exploration, 

conservation, and education. For more information, 

visit NatGeoTV.com or NationalGeographic.com, 

or find National Geographic on Facebook, Twitter, 

Instagram, YouTube, LinkedIn, and Pinterest.
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