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AUDITORIUM THEATRE’S SIGNATURE HEARTS TO ART
PERFORMING ARTS SUMMER CAMP RETURNS FOR 15TH YEAR
UNIQUE CAMP IS SPECIFICALLY FOR YOUNG PEOPLE WHO HAVE
EXPERIENCED THE DEATH OF A PARENT
Campers Hear Stories from Artists with Similar Experiences, Learn from
Teaching Artists from Barrel of Monkeys and Young Chicago Authors,
Work with Trained Grief Counselors, and Use the Power of the Performing
Arts to Create a Community
Hearts to Art – July 8-19 (Session 1, for ages 7-10), July 22-August 2 (Session 2, for ages 11-14)

Press photos are available here.
(CHICAGO, IL) Hearts to Art, the Auditorium Theatre’s signature summer camp for young people
who have experienced the death of a parent, returns in July and August of 2019 for its 15th year.

This unique program encourages the healing power of creative play through music, dance, theatre,
visual arts, and more.
“We know that many of our campers who joined us in earlier years have grown alongside the
program, with many of them returning to camp as junior counselors, staff members, and
volunteers,” says Tiffany Brown, Auditorium Theatre Director of Education and Creative
Engagement. “This program is such a valuable resource for young people who have experienced
the profound loss of a parent, providing them with a safe space to create, grieve, heal, and make
connections that will last a lifetime.”
Paul Vaccaro participated in the first-ever session of Hearts to Art in 2005 and, after multiple
summers as a camper, later went on to become a Junior Counselor. He recently recalled, “I am
now an IT professional, but Hearts to Art continues to help me in a lot of ways. I am always trying
to remain creative. I am constantly thinking outside of the box and imagining how I can make
something even better. I really believe this drive started with the skills I learned at camp.”
Each year, Hearts to Art is centered around a theme or prompt, such as “Who tells your story?” or
“Home.” The camp theme for 2019 is “Becoming,” inspired by Michelle Obama’s bestselling
memoir of the same name, giving campers the opportunity to explore personal growth, learning,
and transformation. In addition to daily activities including dance, theatre, and music, campers
work with teaching artists from the improvisational comedy group Barrel of Monkeys and poetry
organization Young Chicago Authors to explore the theme.
A licensed social worker and grief counselor is on site throughout each session, and staff members
are trained in trauma-informed practices to assist with campers’ needs. Campers also regularly
participate in small group healing sessions, facilitated by professional counselors, that campers
with a space to share their feelings and experiences with their peers,
Both camp sessions include the annual balloon launch at Buckingham Fountain, in which campers
attach notes to honor their loved ones to balloons and release them into the sky, joined by friends
and family; a talent show for campers to show off a skill of their choosing – from whistling to
dancing to conducting science experiments; and a final performance showcase, inspired by the
camp theme.
Throughout the year, the Auditorium welcomes campers back for special reunions, furthering the
sense of community created at camp every summer. Previous camp reunions have been hosted
during Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater,
, and
performances.
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Hearts to Art 2019 Sponsors:
Linda and James J. Mitchell Endowment
Carl R. Hendrickson Family Foundation, Bank of America, N.A. Trustee
Colonel Stanley R. McNeil Foundation, Bank of America, N.A. Trustee
Efroymson Family Fund
Lauri S. Bauer Foundation for Sudden Loss
New York Life Foundation
Taxman Family Foundation
Chicago Cabaret Professionals
The Lila H. Borgstrom Foundation

Hearts to Art Information and Registration
The Auditorium Theatre offers two camp sessions: July 8-19 (for young people ages 7-10) and July
22-August 2 (for ages 11-14). For the first time, Hearts to Art will be hosted at the Willow Creek
Community Church’s Chicago campus on 1319 S State St, with special performances at the
Auditorium Theatre’s Katten-Landau Studio (425 S Wabash Ave).
Registration for Hearts to Art is open now. Tuition for the Auditorium Theatre’s Hearts to Art camp
is $50 per child for a two-week session. The Auditorium Theatre is committed to making camp
available for any young person – for information regarding scholarship opportunities, please
contact Nailah Cartman, Camp Coordinator, at ncartman@auditoriumtheatre.org.
For more information, visit HeartstoArt.org or call 312.341.2353.

About The Auditorium Theatre
The Auditorium Theatre, located at 50 E Ida B Wells Dr at Roosevelt University in Chicago, is an
Illinois, not-for-profit organization committed to presenting the finest in international, cultural,
community, and educational programming to all of Chicago and beyond as The Theatre for the
People. The organization also is committed to the continued restoration and preservation of
the National Historic Landmark.
The Auditorium Theatre 2018-19 Season is made possible in part with support from the John D.
and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, the Illinois Arts Council, The Chicago
Community Trust, and the Palmer House, a Hilton Hotel. Michigan Avenue Magazine is
the official magazine sponsor. For more information about programming, volunteer, and donor
opportunities or theatre tours, please call 312.341.2310 or visit AuditoriumTheatre.org. For a
complete listing of events at the Auditorium Theatre, please click here.
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