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GIORDANO DANCE CHICAGO HONORS JAZZ DANCE AT  
 THE AUDITORIUM THEATRE      

Closing Out Their 55th Anniversary with Exhilarating, High-Energy
"Made in Chicago" Dance Series Performance That Features Works by

Company Founder Gus Giordano, Frank Chaves, Ray Leeper,
Christopher Huggins, and Joshua Blake Carter

Celebrating Nan Giordano’s 25th Year as Artistic Director

Giordano Dance Chicago – June 9, 2018

(Chicago, IL) – Giordano Dance Chicago (GDC) closes out its 55th Anniversary season, and the
Auditorium Theatre’s 2017-18 Season, at the National Historic Landmark on June 9 with an
exhilarating mixed repertory program that honors the stylistic heart of American jazz dance. 

“We are so looking forward to ending our fantastic season with a high-energy, thrilling
performance from Giordano Dance Chicago, a company that has defined jazz and contemporary
dance in the city,” says Auditorium Theatre CEO Tania Castroverde Moskalenko. “We will kick
off the summer months in style with this fiery evening that features jazz dance in all forms.”
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Two works featuring choreography by GDC founder Gus Giordano showcase the classic Giordano
Technique: Giordano Moves (2005), a work for 14 dancers recently restaged by Nan Giordano,
pays homage to Giordano choreographic output. Wings (1978), performed by GDC Artistic
Programs Manager Cesar G. Salinas, features a soulful live performance of “Swing Low, Sweet
Chariot” by the acclaimed family singers The Bournés.

The evening also features Ray Leeper’s Feelin’ Good Sweet (2014), a work called “flat out fun
[and] over-the-top sexy, stylishly cool” by the Chicago Tribune, set to music by Michael Bublé,
Aretha Franklin, and Michael Brennan; Grusin Suite (1993), choreographed by River North Dance
Chicago’s Frank Chaves; Take A Gambol (2018), by former GDC dancer and current Operations
Manager Joshua Blake Carter; and former Ailey American Dance Theater dancer Christopher
Huggins’ electrifying Pyrokinesis (2007), which “more than lives up to its title with its ‘can you top
this?’ vibe” (Chicago Tonight).

“How fitting to conclude our 55th season at the Auditorium,” says Nan Giordano, GDC's Artistic
Director. “It was always my father’s [Gus Giordano’s] dream to have his company perform on the
stage of this landmark theatre, and we are excited to return for our fourth full-length performance
on the historic stage.”

This “Made in Chicago” Dance Series performance also commemorates Nan Giordano’s 33 years of
GDC leadership and 25 years as artistic director. Under Nan’s direction, GDC has developed a
large, diverse repertoire and a high-profile reputation for excellence in the international dance
community.

"Nan Giordano has established Giordano Dance Chicago as a strong force in Chicago and beyond,"
says Castroverde Moskalenko. "It is an honor for us to celebrate her at the Auditorium Theatre."

Nan Giordano has been at the helm of GDC since 1985, when she was appointed Associate
Director after performing with the company for many years; in 1993, she became the company’s
Artistic Director. Today, she is the preeminent authority on the Giordano Technique, a style
pioneered by her father and developed with a strong focus on core control, regal lines, and
powerful spatial resistance. Please join us in celebrating the influence of Nan Giordano’s tenure in
the world of dance and in the Chicago community.

About Giordano Dance Chicago

Giordano Dance Chicago is America's original jazz dance company, captivating audiences
worldwide with dynamic performances and the diversity and wide appeal of its repertoire. The
mission of Giordano Dance Chicago is to create and present new and innovative jazz dance
choreography, often redefining and expanding the very definition of jazz dance, and to bring this
invaluable American art form to audiences and students of all ages and from all ethnic
backgrounds. Whether on the stage or in the classroom, the company, led by Artistic Director Nan
Giordano and Executive Director Michael McStraw, strives to enrich lives through dance. Known for
its high -energy, high- impact artistry, GDC continually receives critical and audience acclaim
worldwide.

Performance Information

Giordano Dance Chicago

Saturday, June 9 | 7:30PM

Tickets start at $29 and are available online at AuditoriumTheatre.org, by phone at 312.341.2300,
or in person at the Auditorium Theatre Box Office (50 E Congress Pkwy). Discounts available for
groups of 10+. 

The Auditorium Theatre also offers $15 student rush tickets to full-time college students, and $5
tickets to young people ages 13-19 with Urban Gateways' Teen Arts Pass program. The Auditorium
Theatre's ADMIT ONE program, launched in 2016, offers complimentary tickets to Chicago area
community groups. 

Press photos are available here. 
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Auditorium Theatre's 2017-18 Season Upcoming Performances

May 3-6: The Joffrey Ballet – Midsummer Night's Dream

May 18-20: Ballet Nacional de Cuba – Don Quixote

May 25: All Black Affair – Memorial Day Weekend R&B Music Fest

June 1-3: David Byrne

June 9: Giordano Dance Chicago

June 21: A Conversation with President Bill Clinton

June 23: Devil's Ball: The Stage Is Yours

July 13: Kingdom Hearts Orchestra World Tour

July 17-29: Broadway In Chicago – The Color Purple

About The Auditorium Theatre

The Auditorium Theatre of Roosevelt University, located at 50 E Congress Pkwy in Chicago, is an
Illinois, not-for-profit organization committed to presenting the finest in international, cultural,
community, and educational programming to all of Chicago and beyond as The Theatre for the
People. The organization also is committed to the continued restoration and preservation of the
National Historic Landmark.

The Auditorium Theatre 2017-18 Season is made possible in part with support from the
MacArthur Foundation, the Illinois Arts Council, and the Palmer House Hilton. Michigan
Avenue is the official magazine sponsor. For more information about programming, volunteer,
and donor opportunities or theatre tours, call 312.341.2310 or visit AuditoriumTheatre.org. For a
complete listing of events at the Auditorium Theatre, please click here.

Giordano Dance Chicago's Jacob Frazier and Katie Rafferty, photo by Gorman Cook Photography. | Auditorium Theatre,
photo by Lucio Vergara. 
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You are receiving this message as a member of the Auditorium Theatre's press list. If you
do not wish to receive similar messages in the future, please email our associate director
of communications. 

50 E Congress Pkwy, Chicago, IL 60605, United States

Unsubscribe  |  Forward  |  View in browser

   

mailto:loberman01@auditoriumtheatre.org
http://email.wordfly.com/unsubscribe?sid=NjUzXzYzODdfMjc3ODA2XzcxMTM
http://email.wordfly.com/forward?sid=NjUzXzYzODdfMjc3ODA2XzcxMTM&l=b5b36b0d-a74f-e811-8416-e41f1345a486&utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Press-Giordano2018(copy)&utm_content=version_A&promo=
http://email.wordfly.com/view?sid=NjUzXzYzODdfMjc3ODA2XzcxMTM&l=82b36b0d-a74f-e811-8416-e41f1345a486&utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Press-Giordano2018(copy)&utm_content=version_A&promo=
http://email.wordfly.com/click?sid=NjUzXzYzODdfMjc3ODA2XzcxMTM&l=83b36b0d-a74f-e811-8416-e41f1345a486&utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Press-Giordano2018(copy)&utm_content=version_A&promo=
http://email.wordfly.com/click?sid=NjUzXzYzODdfMjc3ODA2XzcxMTM&l=b0b36b0d-a74f-e811-8416-e41f1345a486&utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Press-Giordano2018(copy)&utm_content=version_A&promo=
http://email.wordfly.com/click?sid=NjUzXzYzODdfMjc3ODA2XzcxMTM&l=b1b36b0d-a74f-e811-8416-e41f1345a486&utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Press-Giordano2018(copy)&utm_content=version_A&promo=
http://email.wordfly.com/click?sid=NjUzXzYzODdfMjc3ODA2XzcxMTM&l=b2b36b0d-a74f-e811-8416-e41f1345a486&utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Press-Giordano2018(copy)&utm_content=version_A&promo=
http://email.wordfly.com/click?sid=NjUzXzYzODdfMjc3ODA2XzcxMTM&l=b3b36b0d-a74f-e811-8416-e41f1345a486&utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Press-Giordano2018(copy)&utm_content=version_A&promo=

