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MAYOR RAHM EMANUEL PROCLAIMS TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9  
“AUDITORIUM THEATRE DAY”  

IN CELEBRATION OF THE NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK’S 125TH BIRTHDAY 
 

Follow the Auditorium Theatre Trolley Throughout Chicago  
While Special Guests Pass Out Birthday Treats and Free Auditorium Theatre Tickets 

 
The Celebration Continues With Patti LuPone, John Mahoney, The Joffrey Ballet, Alvin Ailey 
American Dance Theater, The CSO Brass, The Apollo Chorus, and an All-Star Chicago Rock 

Band at a Special Evening Gala Performance:  
“Living the History – 125 Years of the Auditorium Theatre” 

 
CHICAGO — In celebration of the Auditorium Theatre of Roosevelt University’s 125th 
Anniversary, Mayor Rahm Emanuel proclaims Tuesday, December 9, 2014 “Auditorium 
Theatre Day” in the City of Chicago. Exactly 125 years to the day of its momentous opening in 
1889, the Auditorium Theatre invites the Chicago community to partake in birthday festivities in an 
all-day Birthday extravaganza.  
 
"On behalf of all Chicagoans, we are thrilled to celebrate the Auditorium Theatre’s 125th birthday,” 
said Mayor Emanuel. “This national historic landmark is representative of our rich history in the 
arts as well as the unique Chicago architecture styles that have influenced American building 
structures for generations. The Auditorium Theatre continues to make Chicago a leader in the arts 
and culture today, and I wish the theatre nothing but good fortunes in the coming years." 
 
Birthday Trolley 
 
Spreading the birthday cheer, the “125th Birthday Trolley,” generously provided by Chicago 
Trolley & Double Decker Co., will travel throughout the City on the morning of December 9. 
Passengers, including Board Chairman Mel Katten and Executive Director Brett Batterson, 
members from the “Too Hot to Handel” Chorus, Auditorium Theatre staff and board members 
and other surprise guests, will distribute special birthday treats to commuters in various 
locations including Union Station, Daley Plaza, State and Lake and Pioneer Court. As a special 
125th birthday gift to Chicagoans, 125 pairs of tickets to one of the Auditorium’s upcoming 
performances in its 125th Anniversary Season will be given away throughout the morning.  
 
Chicagoans can also participate in “Auditorium Theatre Day” by tweeting in a Birthday wish to 
the Auditorium using #AudDay, or tag Auditorium Theatre in a photo/message on Facebook or 
Instagram (@AuditoriumTheatre). Participants will automatically be entered-to-win a pair of 
premium tickets to an Auditorium Theatre show of their choice! 
 
In addition, the Auditorium Theatre’s Preferred Restaurant Partners join the fun with these 
special Birthday specials throughout the day: 
 

Media Contact: Carly Leviton 
Carol Fox and Associates 

(773) 327-3830 x 104 
carlyl@carolfoxassociates.com 

 
 

http://www.coachusa.com/chicagotrolley/
http://www.coachusa.com/chicagotrolley/
http://www.auditoriumtheatre.org/shows/too-hot-to-handel-the-jazz-gospel-messiah/
http://www.auditoriumtheatre.org/on-our-stage/buy-tickets/subscriptions-season-tickets/
https://www.facebook.com/auditoriumtheatre
http://auditoriumtheatre.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=50e44abea3e74740ccde26cb2&id=24471b22db&e=8f815cb204
mailto:carlyl@carolfoxassociates.com
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Trattoria No. 10 (10 N Dearborn) will give away gift cards, and Lockwood (17 E Monroe) will 
hand out 15% off coupons on the Birthday Trolley. Brasserie by LM (800 S Michigan) offers an 
“All You Can Eat” Mussel Special ($15/person) while Tesori (65 E Adams) will offer the 
“Sparkling Orchard” specialty cocktail for $12 in honor of the theatre’s 125th Birthday.  
 
“Living the History – 125 Years of the Auditorium Theatre” 
Performance and Gala Celebration 
 
The Birthday celebration continues into the evening as the Auditorium Theatre commemorates 
the opening night of the theatre 125 years ago with a special performance, “Living the History – 
125 Years of the Auditorium Theatre.” The celebratory evening will include a tribute to the diverse 
entertainment that has been, and continues to be presented at the theatre including symphonic 
music, opera, Broadway musicals, rock music and dance.  
 
Paying homage to the past, present and future of the Auditorium and its Chicago roots, the 
evening’s host, Chicago actor John Mahoney, will welcome friends old and new to the stage. 
Broadway legend Patti LuPone, whose great-grand aunt Adelina Patti sang on the very same 
stage at the original grand opening, will delight guests with show-stopping numbers throughout 
the evening. A performance by the Apollo Chorus of Chicago, which also performed at the 1889 
opening, will regale the audience with a rousing rendition of “Do You Hear the People Sing?” from 
the iconic musical “Les Misérables”, a Broadway masterpiece that has been performed numerous 
times at the Auditorium. Chicago’s premier cultural institutions, including members of the Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra Brass and singers Hlengiwe Mkhwanazi and Eric Owens from the Lyric 
Opera of Chicago (performing in the Lyric’s upcoming production of “Porgy and Bess”) perform, 
paying tribute to the stage that was built as Chicago’s home for classical music. Also paying 
tribute to the world-renowned dance that has graced the stage in recent years, dancers Christine 
Rocas and Rory Hohenstein from The Joffrey Ballet—which has made its home at the 
Auditorium for the past 16 years—will perform the iconic balcony scene from “Romeo and Juliet,” 
and Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater will present a special performance by Chicago native 
Vernard Gilmore.  

 
Recognizing the astounding rock shows that filled and continues to fill the 3,875 seats of the 
Auditorium—and have launched the careers of some of the most acclaimed performers in 
history—the “Chicago All-Star Rock Band” will have guests up on their feet and dancing in the 
aisles. Made up of legendary Chicago musicians including Jim Peterik (Ides of March and 
Survivor) on guitar and vocals, Barbara Unger-Wertico (The Buckinghams) on keyboard, 
Richard Patterson (Miles Davis and Michael McDonald) on bass and Paul Wertico (Pat 
Metheny Group and Larry Coryell Power Trio) on drums, the “All-Star” band will turn the 
Auditorium into a full-fledged rock concert, complete with hometown favorite “Sweet Home 
Chicago.”    

 
As a special thank you to the veterans who were entertained at the Auditorium during World War 
II when the theatre was turned into a Serviceman’s Center, the theatre is planning a salute as part 
of the festivities. Currently, the Auditorium is seeking those veterans and volunteer workers who 
were at the theatre during WWII in order to collect their memories for the salute. Please call (312) 
341-2365 if you or someone you know was at the Auditorium Theatre during that time.  

   
The once-in-a-lifetime evening will be led by Porchlight Music Theatre Artistic Director Michael 
Weber, with Music Direction by acclaimed Conductor/Music Director Doug Peck. The stellar 
production team is made up of Ray Nardelli (Sound Design), Jack Mehler (Lighting Design), 

http://www.trattoriaten.com/t10/trattoria/aboutus.html
http://www.lockwoodrestaurant.com/
http://brasseriebylm.com/
http://www.tesorichicago.com/
http://www.auditoriumtheatre.org/
http://www.auditoriumtheatre.org/pages/home/performances-events/performances.php?event_id=556
http://www.auditoriumtheatre.org/pages/home/performances-events/performances.php?event_id=556
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Mike Tutaj (Production Design), Jeff Kmiec (Set Designer) and Beth Ellen Spencer (Stage 
Manager).  
 
Program Schedule and Ticket Information 
 
“Living the History – 125 Years of the Auditorium Theatre” 
Tuesday, December 9, 2014 | 6:00 p.m. 
 
Performance Only Tickets 
Tickets are $35 - $75 and are available online at ticketmaster.com/auditorium, by calling  
(800) 982-ARTS (2787) or in-person at the Auditorium’s Box Office (50 E Congress Pkwy). 
Discounted tickets available to groups of 10 or more are available by calling (312) 341-2357.  
$12.50 rush tickets are available the day of the performance at the Auditorium’s Box Office until 
show time for students (2 per full-time college ID) and military personnel (4 per active military ID.) 
 
Gala Celebration Tickets (includes performance ticket) 
Tables of ten are available at the $15,000, $10,000 and $5,000 levels; individual tickets start at 
$500. For tickets and information, please contact Judie Green at (312) 341-3825 or 
jgreen@auditoriumtheatre.org.  
 
The Pasquinelli Family Foundation is the Gala Dinner Celebration Sponsor. 
  
125th Anniversary Season Sponsors 
 
The Auditorium Theatre would like to thank their 125th Anniversary Season Sponsors: Lead 
Corporate Sponsor Nicor Gas, Lead Foundation Sponsor Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation and David D. Hiller, International Dance Series Sponsor NIB Foundation, and 
“Made in Chicago” Dance Series sponsor The Boeing Company. Media sponsors include 
Chicago Magazine and WXRT. Student Matinee Series Sponsors for the 2014-15 Season 
include The Private Bank and The Robert Thomas Bobins Foundation. 
 
About the Auditorium Theatre of Roosevelt University 

 
The Auditorium Theatre of Roosevelt University, located at 50 E Congress Pkwy, is an Illinois, 
not-for-profit organization committed to presenting the finest in international, cultural, community 
and educational programming to Chicago, and to the continued restoration and preservation of 
the National Historic Landmark Auditorium Theatre. In September of 2014, the Auditorium Theatre 
was awarded the inaugural Fifth Star Award by Mayor Rahm Emanuel and the Chicago 
Department of Cultural Affairs and Special Events. The Auditorium Theatre is generously 
supported by the MacArthur Foundation, the Illinois Arts Council, the Sage Foundation, and 
the Palmer House Hilton. For more information about programming, volunteer and donor 
opportunities or theatre tours, call (312) 341-2310 or visit AuditoriumTheatre.org.  
 
For a full list of performances at the Auditorium Theatre, please click here. 
 

 
#          #          # 

http://www.ticketmaster.com/promo/hfkr4c
mailto:jgreen@auditoriumtheatre.org?subject=Gala%20Tickets
http://www.auditoriumtheatre.org/
http://www.auditoriumtheatre.org/on-our-stage/buy-tickets/individual-tickets/

