BRETT BATTERSON
Executive Director, Auditorium Theatre of Roosevelt University

Built in 1889, the National Historic Landmark Auditorium Theatre of Roosevelt University seats 3800 and has been ranked by Crain’s Chicago Business as one of the five largest not-for-profit performing arts institutions in the city.

Since Brett arrived in June, 2004 to serve as Executive Director, the theatre has experienced significant growth in programming, educational initiatives and financial stability. Accomplishments during this period include the creation of a one-of-a-kind arts camp for children who have experienced the death of a parent – Hands Together, Heart to Art, the successful staging of the first grand opera performances at the Auditorium in decades with 2008’s co-production of Margaret Garner and an increase in annual development income from approximately $100,000 in FY2004 to $1,200,000 in FY2008. These accomplishments have been achieved while the institution has rededicated itself to its mission and core values.

Immediately prior to joining the Auditorium, Brett spent eleven years at Michigan Opera Theatre in Detroit, serving as that company’s Chief Operating Officer. In his first career as a Scenic Designer/Technical Director, he spent 15 years working at such theatres as The Guthrie Theatre, Minnesota Opera Company, Chattanooga Theatre Centre, Theatre Midland, Chattanooga Symphony and Opera Association, Chattanooga Ballet, Minnesota Jazz Dance Company, Utah Shakespearean Festival, Idaho Summer Repertory Theatre, The Nashville Network, The Grand Ole Opry, Beverly Dinner Playhouse and Tulane Center Stage.
Batterson is active in numerous civic and trade organizations and serves on the Boards of The League of Chicago Theatres (Treasurer) and Rotary One (Program Chair). He has been recognized by the state of Michigan, as well as the Detroit City Council and Mayor’s Office for his contributions to Michigan’s cultural life and in 2009 received a State Farm Insurance Company “Embrace Life” Award as the creator of Hands Together, Heart to Art. Also in 2009, Brett was listed as one of the 50 most influential people in Chicago theatre by New City News. 

A self-described “Midwestern raised New Yorker with strong Southern influences”, he holds a B.A. from Augsburg College and a M.F.A. from Tulane University. His wife, Veronica, is the owner of Henry Randolph Antiques in Chicago’s western suburbs and Peoria, IL. They have two daughters, Amanda and Hope.
